
Our Shepherd

This is to welcome Father Dennis G. 
Dalessandro as our new pastor.  Father comes 
to us from St. Joseph’s Berwick, PA.  He was 
the pastor there about eight years.  He has 
been a priest for 25 years and his family is from 
Sharon in western Pennsylvania.  His extended 
family (his dogs) will be joining him shortly.

A Special Welcome to the 
New Parishioners

On Holy Saturday evening at the 2007 Easter Vigil, St. Andrew Church 
welcomed eight new members into the parish.  They are Erin Peterson, Diane 
McCallum, Nancy Hale-Byron, Wes Byron Sr., Wes Byron Jr., Andrew 
Knepper, Hannah Settlage and Kristopher Settlage.  They attended the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) classes for several months and 
expressed their desire to become active participants in the Catholic Church.  
The experience for the elected and the sponsors was very meaningful.

The RCIA program is the normal way in which adults become active 
participating members of the Catholic Church.  St. Andrew is beginning the 
20th year offering this program.  During that time 94 new Catholics have 
been welcomed into the parish.  Sessions are held on Tuesday evening from 
7 – 8:30 pm in the conference room of the school.  Father Dave is the leader 
of the sessions, assisted by Mary & Buck Bassett and other team members 
who facilitate the discussion of various topics relating to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.  The program helps adults to grow in their relationship 
with God, become familiar with the teachings of the church, and get 
acquainted with the other parishioners and the wider church community.

I asked the new members if they would share some of their thoughts not 
only about the program but also what prompted them to learn more about 
the Catholic religion.  Here are some of their comments.

I am so glad I participated in the RCIA program this past year.  I was 
baptized at St. Andrew as a baby, but did not receive my first communion or 

Prayer to Saint Andrew the Apostle

O Glorious Saint Andrew, you were the 
first to recognize and follow the Lamb 

of God, With your friend Saint John 
you remained with Jesus for that first 

day, for your entire life, and now 
throughout eternity.

As you led your brother Saint Peter to 
Christ and many others after him, draw 

us also to him. Teach us to lead others 
to Christ solely out of love for him and 

dedication in his service. Help us to 
learn the lesson of the Cross and to carry 

our daily crosses without complaint so 
that they may carry us to Jesus.
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John & Sandy Bowling are the recipients for the 

Parishioners of the Year Award for 2007.  John is a third 
generation parish member as well as a second generation 
school alumni.  John’s parents, Joe and Beryl Bowling both 
attended the school.  Sandy attended the 
first RCIA class offered at our parish in 
1987 which was taught by John’s dad, Joe.  
They were married in our church on May 
3, 1986 by Father Tom Hemler.  They 
have three children, Andrew, a St. Andrew 
School alumni and currently an 8th 
grade student at Corpus Christi School, 
Benjamin, a 4th grade student at St. 
Andrew School and their daughter, Olivia 
who passed away in 1998.

John is employed by Allegheny Power 
in Waynesboro.  Sandy worked at Mount 
Saint Mary’s College until Andrew was 
born in 1994.  Since that time, she has been a stay at home 
mom and works one day a week on our church bulletin. 

John has been the St. Andrew School Board President 
for the past seven years.   Sandy has held different positions 
on the HSO Board also for the past seven years.  They are 

both active in the school’s fund-raisers.  John helps with the 
“behind the scenes” jobs, such as set-up , electrical work, 
cooking at our fish fries, lots of leg work and whatever needs 
done.  Sandy helps organize the Oktoberfest Family Fun 
Day and Dinner Auction.

This past summer John and Sandy organized the 
“face-lift” the school received.  They, along 
with several other volunteers put in many 
hours painting the downstairs hallways and 
classrooms and wiring for the new chandeliers.  

John and Sandy are active in their Bereaved 
Parents Support Group.  In 2005, the group 
published a book, “Our Journey – Stories 
of Loss, Grief & Survival”.  John and Sandy 
shared Olivia’s story and their journey through 
grief.  They continue to try to help other 
parents who may be just beginning their 
grief journey.  For a short time, while their 
facilitator was on a leave of absence, John and 
Sandy facilitated the group in our parish.  

John said “We are very honored to receive this award 
and we look at it as an opportunity to repay the parish 
community for all that has been bestowed on us.” 

Pat Malone
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Refurbishing of 
52 Locust Street

During the past several months 
volunteers from our Parish worked 
together to clean-out and fix-up the 
two apartments of our Locust Street 
property.  The group did cleaning, 
trash removal, painting, carpentry, 
electrical updating, wall and ceiling 
repair, door replacements, window 
repairs and more.  Additionally, much 
trash was removed from the garage, 
attic and basement. The apartments 
were converted from very poor to 
favorable living spaces. 

A used refrigerator was donated 
by an area business and almost new 
stove provided by a parishioner.  Floor 
covering was installed by a local 
contractor.

Thanks to John Jobes, Ralph 
Hefner, Buck Wagaman, Bob Maurer, 

Bob Courneen, Tom Ward, Janet and 
Joe Tulenko, Craig Sheeley and Fred 
and Liz Eisenhart for their dedication 
and putting their talents into action.

Meet Your Parish 
Office Staff

If you have had an opportunity 
to visit or call the parish office I’m 
sure you’ve been impressed with the 
friendly greeting you received.  The 
ladies responsible for this welcoming 
approach are Regina Plummer, Mary 
Little and Sandy Bowling.  Let me 
introduce them to you.

Regina Plummer moved to 
Waynesboro 13 years ago with her 
husband Sam and three children, Sam, 
Kathryn and Carla.  They relocated 
from Florida where they lived for 
10 years.  The children attended St. 
Andrew School and Regina was a 

volunteer meeting new people and 
feeling helpful and appreciated.  The 
community of St. Andrew was so 
welcoming, the family soon felt right 
at home.

Regina began working in the 
parish office in June 2007.  She enjoys 
greeting new parishioners and meeting 
the wonderful parishioners who give 
so much to make the St. Andrew 
community great.

She loves to play tennis and ski, 
and keeps her mind sharp with Samuri 
Sudoku and Spider Solitaire.

Mary Caron Little is the current 
Financial Secretary for the parish and 
the school.  In her own words:

“I applied for the job as financial 
secretary for the school when Margie 
Griffin (35 years experience) decided 
to retire as our financial secretary.  The 
timing of the job opening and Margie’s 
retirement went hand in hand with the 

The Saint Andrew Church Web Site: www.standrewwbo.org

The web site for Saint Andrew Church,

www.standrewwbo.org has been in existence

for approximately three years. It is an

extension of the church bulletin and it has the

current church bulletin each week for those

who may have not been able to get to church

that week or who may have misplaced their

bulletin. It is an information repository related

to Saint Andrew Church and the various

function that take place each day. 

        The web site has information on the

Feasibility Study from it’s conception to the

current status. There is information about the

history of the Saint Andrew Church and  pictures from years ago. There is a listing of the Parish

Council and their various functions. It is an ideal place for new parishioners to find out what is

going on at Saint Andrew’s and where they might want to best use their talents. The Coordinator

of Religious Education (CRE) informs the CCD or the RCIA of a change in meeting date or time

because of inclement weather. Catholics visiting from other parishes are informed of our Mass

schedule and directions to our church. Links are available which direct you to other catholic web

sites from our diocese in Harrisburg to the Vatican. The web site is an excellent place for

parishioners to be updated on the changes and mobility of our parish.
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Frank Pinkl

Continued on page 6

loss of my dear mother that summer.  In 
my heart I knew I needed something 
to help fill the hours in the day that I 
would have spent with her in the assisted 
living home.  In the summer of 2007, 
Jean Votral retired after 17 
years as parish secretary and 
I was asked to replace her 
as financial secretary for the 
church.  As you can see I 
have two sets of very tough 
shoes to fill.  I have had 
wonderful support from the 
current central office staff 
and the finance committee to 
make this transition run as 
smoothly as possible.

I am a life long member 
of St. Andrew Parish, my 
seven siblings and I all went 
to St. Andrew School and 
so did my children, Ryan 
and Rachel.  My mother 
was one of 16 children 
and all of them went to 
St. Andrew School, when 
the school opened, if the 
age appropriate class was 
available.  My husband, Joe and I were 
the first ones to be married in the newly 
remodeled church in 1988.

Along with many of my siblings, 
I am a graduate of St. Maria Goretti 
High School in Hagerstown, MD where 
my children are currently enrolled as a 
senior and a freshman.

Obviously, I have a very soft spot 
in my heart for St. Andrew Parish and 
feel very much at home here.  This is 
my third year on parish council, I am 
a Eucharistic Minister, and I started 
the scrip program in 1995 that is still 
full swing today which helps our school 
tremendously.

I am proud to be an employee and a 
member of the parish.”

Congratulations to Sandy 
Bowling, the third member of the 

staff, who is responsible for preparing 
the weekly bulletin.  She and her 
husband were named ‘Parishioners 
of the Year.’  Their story is covered in 
another article in this newsletter.

We, the parishioners of St. 
Andrew, are very fortunate to have 
such a qualified and dedicated staff 
who feel it a privilege to be an active 
part of the parish community.

Elaine Sneeringer

Saint Andrew Catholic 
School Staff

St Andrew School is blessed to 
have a new principal, Marilynn Noel.  
Mrs. Noel has a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Education, and a Master’s 
in Education Administration, both 
from Shippensburg University.  She 
also has an Instructional II Teaching 
and a Principal’s Certificate.

Mrs. Noel taught in St. Andrew 
School until 1999 before moving to 

Carlisle.  Her experience working with 
parents and students in the Harrisburg 
area has given her great insight into 
the suburban and inner-city schools.  
Observing and fine tuning different 
leadership styles into a style that is all 
her own.

Mrs. Noel lives in Carlisle with 
various four legged creatures and a 
bird.  She has two children, Matt and 
Joann, graduates of Temple University.  
Matt is a train engineer for New 
Jersey Transit.   Joann is a researcher 
for the Department of Revenue in 
Harrisburg.  They both attended St. 
Andrew School.

When asked, "What is the 
best part of your day?" Mrs. Noel 
responded with ease, "when I get to 
be with the children.   There’s always 
something interesting going on in the 
classrooms. I love talking to them at  
lunch, and I enjoy hearing about their 
plans at dismissal. I also enjoy times 
when I get to talk  to parents."

“One of the biggest challenges for 
all Catholic  schools is keeping them 
affordable to everyone.  In order to have 
more income in the future, we  will 
be conducting our first ever Race for 
Education.  Friends and relatives all 
over the country will pledge money for 
our school, and we will run to earn it.  
The Race of the students will be on 
April 25.”

“Another really exciting thing that 
will happen is our trip to Harrisburg on 
March 7.  We will have  a special Mass 
at the Cathedral and then we’ll walk 
to the Whitaker Center.  All of us are 
going!”

“We will all 
help Cathedral 
celebrate it’s 100th 
birthday!!!!!!”

“I am excited!  
I’ve already seen 
the many volunteers 

Office Staff:  Regina Plummer, Sandy Bowling, 
and Mary Little






