Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy: Sunday Prayer at Home — 1°' Sunday of Advent

Introductory Rites

A hymn may be sung. Then, making the Sign of the Cross, the family begins:

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Leader: We gather today to celebrate the Lord’s Day. We are unable to be with our

parish family. However, one with our brothers and sisters at Saint Andrew
Parish, and with the entire Church, let us now listen to God’s Word and
join in prayer.

Penitential Act

Leader: Coming together as God’s family, with confidence let us acclaim the
Father’s forgiveness, for God is full of gentleness and compassion.

Lord Jesus, you heal the sick. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you forgive sinners. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your Body and Blood. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Opening Prayer

Leader: Let us pray.
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet
your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right
hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah Jer 33:14-16

The days are coming, says the LORD,

when I will fulfill the promise

I made to the house of Israel and Judah.
In those days, in that time,

I will raise up for David a just shoot;

he shall do what is right and just in the land.
In those days Judah shall be safe

and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;

this is what they shall call her:

“The LORD our justice.”

The Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14

R. (1b) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths,
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior,
and for you I wait all the day.
R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
Good and upright is the LORD;
thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice,
and teaches the humble his way.
R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
All the paths of the LORD are kindness and constancy
toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him,
and his covenant, for their instruction.
R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

A Reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 1 Thes 3:12—4:2

Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for
all, just as we have for you, so as to strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen.

Finally, brothers and sisters, we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, as you received
from us how you should conduct yourselves to please God and as you are conducting yourselves
you do so even more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations
will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will die of fright in
anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And
then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these signs
begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.

“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties
of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone who
lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the
tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

The Apostle’s Creed
All:  Ibelieve in God, the Father



almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he
descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there
he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful — 1 Sunday of Advent

Leader: The days are coming when the Lord will fulfill His promise to His people. Counting
on the faithfulness of the Father, we turn to Him now and pray:

Our response is: “Lord, Hear our Prayer”

That Pope Francis, the bishops and priests throughout the world will take full advantage of this holy
season of Advent to prepare those they serve for the coming of Christ at Christmas, let us pray to
the Lord.

That leaders of nations may renounce violence and injustice and embrace instead the ways of justice
and peace, let us pray to the Lord.

That our culture’s mindset of acquisition and materialism will give way to generosity and
consideration of others, let us pray to the Lord.

That during this Advent season our parish will grow in wisdom, grace and holiness, let us pray to
the Lord.

That the season of Advent will be an occasion for deeper personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
especially in the Sacrament of Confession, let us pray to the Lord.

That God will protect from all evil and harm all those who serve in the protection and defense of
life, especially our first responders and our service men and women serving at home and abroad, let
us pray to the Lord.



That the prayers we hold in our hearts will be united with those of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, our
patron Saint Andrew, and all the saints in light, let us pray to the Lord.

For all our relatives and friends who have died, and for the people of the parish, let us pray to the
Lord.

Leader: Loving Father, hear our prayers. Let us see Your kindness and grant us Your
salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer is recited by all.
Act of Spiritual Communion
All: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this

moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Blessing
Making the Sign of the Cross, we say together:

May the Lord bless us, protect us from evil, and bring us into everlasting life. Amen.

A concluding hymn may be sung.



